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BYOD in an Elementary School:  How 
it Works for Bristow Elementary!

Mobile Device Policy
“Preparing today for tomorrow’s world.”

Amy Buss, School Media Librarian/STC
Bristow Elementary               Warren County Public Schools



Bristow Elementary 

Demographics
Title I School, PreK-6

Enrollment:  -700

70% Free/Reduced Lunch

ELL: 10%



Why is it important?

Our goal is to prepare our students for 
college and career!

What jobs of today require 
technology use?

What jobs of tomorrow require 
technology use?



Why is it important?

Student engagement:  Use of 
technology increases student 
engagement!  When students 
are engaged, they learn!



Suggested Reading



Despite the revolutions wrought by 
technology in medicine, engineering, 
communication, and many other fields, the 
classrooms, textbooks, and lectures of today 
are little different than those of our parents.  
Yet today’s students use computers, mobile 
telephones, and other portable technical 
devices regularly for almost every form of 
communications except learning.

National Science Foundation  Task Force on Cyberlearning



Timeline 

Early 2012:  Meeting was held with the 
goal to be 1:1 in 4th-6th grades.

Jan. 2012:  Decision was made to 
purchase teacher iPads for applicants.

Feb. 2012:  Tech Committee drafts 
BYOD policy



Timeline (cont.)
March 2012:  Teacher iPads were 
deployed

March 2012:  Bristow BYOD Policy 
becomes SBDM-approved

March-May 2012:  Principal, SML/STC 
and Teachers started communicating 
the plan



Timeline(cont.)

May 2012:  Teachers receive Apple iPad 
Professional Development

June 2012:  Additional iPad PD Offered

August 2012:  Bristow Tech Night with 
parent Q&A



Timeline (cont.)

September 2012:  4th-6th grade 
students began utilizing their devices in 
the classroom.

January 2013:  K-3 implementation by 
teachers that chose to implement.



Student Use

Destiny Quest

e-Books

Audiobooks

Learner Response (Socrative/
ActivEngage)

In conjunction with Mac OSX Wiki Server



Student Use

iMovie 

Audio editing                         

App-Specific Uses (Pic Collage, Common 
Core App, Educreations, Camera, Khan 
Academy, BrainPop, STAR Progress 
Monitoring)



Barriers to Success

Fear of Unknown

Students’ initial perception of how it will 
be used.

Abuse of Technology/Disciplinary 
Issues



Idea Sharing/Questions


