Creating a Google Lit Trip

Situation:

According to dictionary.com, “literary” means “pertaining to or of the nature of books and writings, esp. those classed as literature”; “Virtual” means “temporarily simulated or extended by computer software”; and a “map” is “a representation, usually on a flat surface, as of the features of an area of the earth . . .” A “literary map” would then be a map showing events related to a piece of literature.  A “virtual literary map” would be a simulated literary map utilizing computer software such as MapQuest, maps.live, or Google Earth.  MapQuest and maps.live create 2-dimensional maps; Google Earth creates 3-dimensional maps.   This is the software that you will use to create your literary map.

Examples of 3-dimensional literary maps can be found at http://www.googlelittrips.org.  This site provides a basic video tutorial of how to create a virtual literary map (called a “Lit Trip”).  Other video tutorials can be found at http://gelessons.com.  However, not everyone can simply watch a tutorial and immediately learn how to create their own Lit Trip—they need written directions that they can refer to on a regular basis.  


Writing Task:

As you create your virtual literary map for Digital Fortress using Google Earth, write a technical “manual” on the basics of how to create a Lit Trip.  

**This piece will be scored using the Kentucky Writing Scoring Rubric.  The most creative piece will be posted on our Digital Fortress web page and entered into the STLP State Conference Technical Writing competition.  The piece can also be used as a content writing piece for your working portfolio.
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